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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


nj  riiK 


CANNOCK  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 


Uknti.kmkx, 

I to  siihinit  to  you  my  Aiimial  Uojxirt  on  tlio 
('aiiiiock  Urban  I )istriot  for  the  year  my  first  year 

of  oHiee,  and  I will  endeavour  to  ”;ive  at  fii-st  in  bi-ief  onl- 
line  a general  deseription  of  the  District  that  1 lepresent 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Uannoek  Urban  Disti'iet  has  an  acreag'e  of  8,()00 
acres,  and  is  divided  inh)  three  Wards,  as  follows: 

(1)  U.\.\'XOeK  Ward  With  an  appi-oximately  estimated 
])opulation  of  7,1 0(5,  exeludiTii^  the  Woi'khonse,  and  eom- 
jirisiny  Connoek  town,  lhid”-town,  Stomdields,  Leaci’oft. 
Old  Fallow,  Blacktords,  with  some  outlying  portions,  c.y,, 
Wedges  ilills,  etc. 

(■J)  H KDXKSFOKD  Wak'I*:  — With  ail  approximately  i-sti- 
mated  population  of  7,‘)74,  com[)rising  llednesford  town, 
Oreen  Heath,  ('hiircli  Hill,  Jjittleworth,  Kawnsley,  and 
Cannock  Wood. 

(55)  CtlAns.Mooi;  Wahii; — With  an  apjiroximately  esti- 
mated jiopulation  of  7, 277,  and  eoinjn-ising  Hightown, 
Chad.smoor,  Heath  Haves,  Wimhlehnrv,  with  ontlviiiir 
portions,  e.//.,  Hawkes  (ii-een,  etc-. 

The  population  of  each  AVard  has  been  calculated 
according  to  information  kindly  supplied  me  by  Mr.  Thos. 
Smith,  rate  collector. 

Kach  Ward  is  represented  by  four  members,  who  are 
elected  for  a term  of  three  years,  and  who  constitute  the 
Cannock  Urban  District  Council. 

The  geological  character  of  the  district  is  giuierallv 
a gravelly  sub-soil  of  the  new  red  sandstoiu'  formation, 
with  a mi.xture  here  and  (here  of  clay  beds. 
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TJie  strciiiiis  that  pass  through  the  district  are  the 
t'oliowiiig  : — 

• 

(Ij  One  starts  from  a spring  near  the  lielt  C'ottage,  at 
Huntington  ^\dlal■f,  about  580  feet  above  sea  level,  and 
I’Uiis  along  by  the  Staft’ord-road,  Avhieh  it  cJ'osses  by  the 
(dd  Brick  Woiks,  lying  between  Stafford-roarl  and  l\‘nk- 
I'idge  Old-roail.  It  then  crosses  the  New  Penkridge-road, 
and  tinally  empties  itself  into  Wyrley  Brook,  near  Wedges 
Mills,  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  at  an  elevation  of  about  371 
feet  above  sea  water  level. 


(2)  Another,  starting  from  Hednesford  Pool  (now  dryj, 
in  the  Hednesfoi-d  Ward,  at  an  elevation  of  about  520  feet 
above  sea  level,  crosses  Market-street,  Hednesford,  near 
the  Post  Office,  and  passes  under  Stafford-lajie,  then  under 
the  old  Canuoek-i’oad,  near  the  Globe  Inn.  It  then  i-uns 
through  Hawkes  Green,  skirts  the  Cannock  railway  stivtion, 
and  tinally  empties  itself  into  Wyrley  Brook,  at  Wedges 
Mills. 

(3)  Another,  starting  from  a spring  at  Pye  Gi-een,  in 
the  Hednesford  Ward,  at  an  elevation  of  about  745  feet 
above  sea  level,  passes  No.  1 Plant,  West  Cannock  Colliery, 
then  under  the  Canuoek-road  by  the  West  Cannock  Colliery 
offices.  It  then  j)asses  under  the  >Station-i'oad,  by  the 
Heduesfoi'd  i-ailway  station,  into  the  centre  of  Hednesford 
l*ool,  'where  it  divides  into  two  branches,  one  foi-ming  the 
last  mentioned  stream,  the  other  forming  a brook  leading 
int(j  the  Kugeley  Valley,  in  the  Rugeley  parish. 

(4j  Another,  starting  from  a spring  near  the  Cemetery- 
road,  close  to  a point  called  the  Cannock  Bog,  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  about  ()22  feet  above  sea  level,  cro.s.ses  theCannock- 
road  between  llightown  and  Chadsmoor,  and  joins  the 
brook  luiu'ked  (2)  jiear  the  Globe  Inn,  at  an  elevation  of 
al^out  49/  feet  above  sea  level. 

(5)  Another,  starting  irom  a s[)ringat  Broomhill,  in  the 
t.hadsmoor  \\  ai  d,  at  an  elevation  of  575  feet,  passes  under 
!!i*^  I I en  race-road  and  the  Canuoek-road  near 

B ackfords.  It  then  passes  under  Crab-lane  and  Cannock 
t Id-i-oad  near  “ The  Hills,”  and  joins  there  the  brook 
marked  (L),  nt  an  elevation  of  about  473  feet  above  sea 

nvi' 


(d)  Allot hei-,  called  tlie  Wyrlev  Brook,  enters  the  district 
near  .Street way  Farm,  in  the  Wat ling-stivet-road,  at  an 
ele\atiou  ot  about  40.)  feet  above  sea  level,  pas.ses  tlu-ouo-h 
ashbrook-laue,  Churehbridge,  and,  skirling  the  caiml. 


linally  empties  itself  into  Saredon 
JOdls. 


Brook, 


‘o 

near 


^V edges 


(7)  Anotlier,  called  Xewlaiid’s  lli’ook,  the  eolloctiug 
area  of  which  is  the  Heath  Hayes  Coiiiinoii,  at  an  elevation 
of  about  60d  feet  above  sea  level,  passes  under  Hednesford- 
j-ood,  Heath  Hayes,  then  the  Cannock-road,  Heath  Hayes, 
through  Newland’s-lane,  and  under  the  Ijondon  and  Noi-th- 
VVestei'n  Railway,  finally  emptying  itself  into  the  Wyi-ley 
Brook,  near  Stieetway  Farm,  at  an  elevation  of  about  4“2l 
feet  above  sea  level. 

(8)  Another,  entering  the  district  near  CJentleshaw 
Chui-ch  (Hednesford  Ward),  at  an  elevation  of  about  700 
feet  above  sea  level,  skii-ts  the  parish  boundaiw,  passing  out 
of  the  district  near  Kedmore  House,  at  an  elevation  of 
about  550  feet  above  sea  level. 

(9)  Another,  starts  from  a spring  in  the  Old  I’ark, 
Oannock  Wood,  at  an  elevation  of  about  (550  feet,  ])asses 
through  Ooui't  liank  Cover,  and  finally  joins  the  ])receding 
stream  at  Redmore  House. 

(10)  Another,  called  the  Bentley  Brook,  starts  from  a 
spring  in  the  Old  Park,  near  the  old  Deer  Barn,  Cannock 
Wood,  at  an  elevation  of  about  (550  feet,  and  passes  through 
Hazel  Slade,  skirting  the  Hazel  Slade-road,  and  diveiting 
into  the  Rugelev  Valiev,  near  the  Cannock  Chase  Foundrv, 
the  elevation  at  the  latter  jxtint  above  sea  level  being  about 
521  feet. 

(11)  Another,  starting  iron)  a spring  neai‘  Coo])ei’’s 
Co])pice,  Rawnsley,  at  an  elevation  of  7(58  feet,  courses 
down  past  AVimblebury  Farni  to  the  Cross  Keys,  the  ele- 
vation at  the  lattei’  })oint  being  about  525  feet.  It  then 
divides  into  two  biajiches,  one  of  them  em])tying  into  the 
canal,  the  othei'  terminating  at  Cannock  ilill. 

The  surface  features  of  the  disti'ict  consist  of  ii  series 
of  undulations,  gradually  inci-easing  in  height  as  one  ti'avels 
from  Wedges  Mills,  in  the  Cannock  Wa)‘d,  to  (’annock 
Wood,  in  the  Hcdnesfoi-d  Ward,  the  highest  j)oint  being 
“Castle  Ring,”  which  is  at  an  elevation  of  about  8(10  feet 
above  sea  level. 

The  district  is  not  well  wooded,  but  there  ai'e  several 
small  copses,  e.g.,  Bi*oad  Hazels,  Cloui-t  Ihink  Covei%  Xew 
Hayes,  in  the  Cannock  Wood  section  of  the  Hednesford 
Wai'd,  the  Belt  and  Cavan  Woods  in  the  Chad.smooi’  and 
Cannock  Wai-ds,  the  Dugdale  Woods,  near  Wimblebui-y, 
in  the  Chadsmoor  Wai-d,  the  Ashes,  at  Leacroft,  in  the 
Cannock  W:ird,  and  a pai-t  of  Noi-ton  Lees  Woods  sitiiated 
midway  between  Leaci-oft  and  Norton. 
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'I’lio  surl‘:ici'  foniiiit ion  of  the'  district  with  its  <>-r:i vclly 
siil)-s()il  roiidi’i's  it  poculiurly  udiiptuvl  for  the  otficiciit 
filtration  of  surface  waters,  as  witness,  for  instance,  the 
t'xcel lence  ol  tlie  \vat(’r  siipjdied  to  the  distiact  hy  t In*  t^onth 
Staffordshire*  W aterworks  (.'oni]»any. 

'I'he  water  supply  of  the  district  issu]i])lied  chietly  hy 
this  Conipanv,  who  have  two  ])unipinf;  stations,  one  in  the 
Kiiyelev-roiid.  and  (he  othei*  at  1 1 untino-t on,  adjoininu,-  the 
(’annock  Ward.  'I'liey  have  ahso  a Reserxoii-  built  on  the 
llawnslev  Hills,  Iti  the  1 lediu'sford  Wank  at  an  elevation 
of  about  750  feet  above  sea  level.  The  water  is  ani))le  in 
sul’icieirw,  and  very  pure.  Si)ni''  of  Hit*  water  supply  of 
the  district  is  derived  from  wells. 


'I’he  chief  in  lu.stry  of  the  district  is  the  coal,  repro- 
sjntc'd  by  1 he  ('annock  and  Kujjfeley  (adlieries,  the  West 
(’annock  (’ollieri  s.  tin*  fiast  ('annock  (’ollii‘ry,  the  ('annock 
CImse  i'olliery.  and  Leacroft  ('olliery.  'I'here  ai-e  also 
other  indust!*ics,  c.7.,  ^Messrs.  Jiurnsted  and  ( ,'handlei-'s 
Foundry  at  Heduesfoi'd.  Messrs.  Wdutehouse  Hros.’  and 
iVTcssrs.  Whitchouse  an  1 Sons' Hdp*  'I'ool  Woi*ks  at  Bridif- 
to^vn,  Messrs,  (lilpin's  'I’ool  fVorks  at  W'l'dyes  M il Is, 

(,'olone!  Field's  lh-ii*k  iind  'file  Woi'ks  at  Litt leworth.  the 
liono’hous'  Ih'ick  iind  'I'ile  Woi-ks.  1 !i'idot:nvn,  the  W^alk 
Mill  Ih-ick  iuiil  'Pile  Wo’cks.  the  Kumer  Hill  Hi'ick  and 
'Pile  Works,  and  Brick  W'orks  at  the  Wi'st  ('annoc*k 
('olliei-ies. 

'i’he  inode  of  excK'inent  disposal  is  <-hieHy  the  midden 
iind  ashjiit  system,  (he  water  ciirria_<>;e  s\stem  beiiiLT  next 
in  voo-iie.  'I’lu*  iishjiits  iire  ))criodically  emjitied  by  contmet. 

'I  In*  household  slop  and  refuse  nritters  are  di.s]»o.s(‘d  of 
o’cncriilly  by  ii  system  of  s('wei-iii>-(>,  w hich  in  some  piirts  of 
the  district  is  very  imperfect,  and  notiddv  so  in  Hejith 
Hayis,  which  is  n ra]iidly  o’rowini;  haniht.  It  is  to  he 
hojicd  thiit  the  I rban  District  (’onncil’s  ncpitiiitions  with 
the  Local  ( io\ (‘rnment  Bojii-d  with  repird  to  the  new  sew- 
eriiox*  sclu'ine.  (inbracinuf  cspeciallv  Heath  Haves,  tlie 
sewajfe  to  In*  bron^dit  on  to  flu*  Scwjio-c  l<'ann,  will  jirove 
successful.  Creen  Heath,  in  the  Hedne.sford  Whird,  also 
leipiires  a more  complete  systi*m  of  the  sewerai*’!,',  as  does 
also  (’hadsmooi*.  and  Ston’eHelds,  in  the  Cannock  Whird, 
IS  in  bk(>  want . 


I he  ( !innoi*k  Sewiitre  Farm  is  (iO  acres  in  extent,  iind 
situated  m the  Cannock  Whird.  It  is  bounded  on  two.sides 
V lea  lino-  from  Ciinnock,  and 

the  Watlino--sti-eet-i-..ad  h'adin.LT  fVi.in  Brido-towii.  H is 

uorly'd  on  (he  broad  irriefilion  principle,  cunbined  with  a 
sju'cial  hiti-ation  area  of  four  acres. 
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Wf  liuve  no  Isolation  Hospital  loi-  tlie  recoption  of 
general  infections  disease,  hut  in  1894,  during  a visitation 
of  Smallpox  in  tlie  district,  a hnilding  ca])at)le  of  accom- 
modating from  12  to  15  j)atients,  was  secured  on  a lease, 
near  the  (hinnoek  (hnnetei-y,  and  thanks  to  the  etf*)i  ts  of 
my  ])redecessoi‘  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  disease  was 
effectually  stamped  out,  and  there  has  hecn  no  fni-ther 
recurrence. 

1 will  now  deal  with  the  vital  statistics  and  general 
health  of  the  district  for  the  ])ast  yeai-. 

The  number  of  lliiths  registered  for  the  year  189G  is 
780,  which  includes  .392  males,  and  888  females,  and,  cal- 
culated on  a population  of  22,000  to  Midsnmmei’,  189(5, 
gives  a bii  th  rate  ])er  1000  jier  annum  of  85  45,  as  against 
an  annual  biith  i-ate  of  41  jiei-  1000  for  the  year  1895. 
The  natural  increase  of  population  is  402.  'I'he  annual 
birth  rate  in  Kngland  and  Wales  is  now  little  over  .80  per 
1000,  so  that  the  ])i-eceding  year  showed  a high  birth  i ate 
in  this  district,  ami  the  year  189G  that  above  the  average. 
The  total  mean  bii  th  rate  for  the  jiast  ten  years  is  ajijiroxi- 
inately  41 '12. 

'I'he  number  of  Deaths  registered  for  the  year  189(5  is 
878,  whii-h,  on  a similar  calculation,  gives  a death  rate  jier 
1000  per  annum  of  17‘18,  as  against  a death  rate  in  the 
preceding  yeai-  of  1(5’5.  d’he  jn-oportionate  mortality  per 
1000,  per  annum,  at  all  ages,  and  from  all  caii.ses  in  the 
three  Wards  of  the  district,  and  calculated  on  the  estimated 
jiopulation  of  each  Ward,  i.s — 

I’annock  Ward  (excluding  the  \\8)rkhouse)...  1-1'559 

Mednesford  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  15\S-1. 

(’I’.ad.smoor  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  14’97 

The  total  mean  death  rate  from  all  causes  for  t he  jiast 

10  years  is  18’78,  the  mean  death  rate  fioin  the  seven 
principal  Zvmotic  di.seascs  during  the  same  period  being 
1-71. 

(1)  ('aniK'ck  Ward. — In  this  ward  .80  deaths  (excluding 
the  Workhouse  in  wliich  2 deaths  occurred)  have  been  re- 
corded for  the  vear,  indicating  a rate  of  4'20  per  1000  jier 
annum  on  the  estimated  ]toimIation  of  this  ward. 

(2)  Hednesfoi’d  Ward. — In  this  ward  47  deaths  have 
been  recorded,  indicating  a ifite  of  (5‘20  per  10(i0  per 
annum  on  its  estimated  population. 

(8)  C’hadsmoor  Ward. — In  this  ward  49  deaths  have 
been  recorded,  indicating  a rate  of  (5  78  |)er  1000  jier  annum 

011  its  estimated  population. 


nirtlis. 


Ilt'jith.s  utnler 
1 year. 


Di'nllis  piT  I'ftiit. 
Dll  iiiimuiT  linni 
iliiriiii'  till'  yi'iir. 


Slll.‘lll|KlX. 


Hoiirliit  ilia. 


'I'lio  infaiilile  ni;n-t-.ility  in  the  throe  war.ls  reckoned 
unoii  the  hirtlis  .•o<,dstered  during  tlie  year,  is  at  the  rate 

of  l()  -ld  per  cent.,  as  against  14’4  per  cent,  for  the  preceding 

year. 

'I'he  total  ileaths  under  1 year  in  the  di.strict  amount 
to  12S,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  .r8  jier  1000  per  annum,  as 
against  T)’!)  for  tlie  preceding  year. 

The  lieavv  percentage  of  infantile  moi'tallty  is  cx- 
phiinetl  l)V  the  following  facts,  viz.  :—(l ) 00  dieil  froin 
Ih-oHchitis  ami  Pneumonia,  m- 2'>'7  per  cent.  12)  1.0  died 
Inna  .Marasmus,  or  17'!)  percent.  (0)  21  died  from  I ir- 
inature  Pirth,  or  l()-4  percent.  (4)  18  died  from  (miiviil- 
sions,  or  II'O  per  cent.  Five  died  fi-oni_  Meash's,  C from 
\Vhoo|)iiig  (hmgh,  o from  Tiiherculosis,  .7  fi-om  .Vtelectasis 
or  imperfect  mration  of  liing.s,  4 from  Diarrluea,  1 from 
Scarlet  Fevm-,  1 from  ('irrhosis,  1 from  Frysiiielas.  2 from 
Natural  (’aiises,  and  0 from  Indigestion. 

.\  glance  at  the  above  iigures  will  show  that  desjiite 
the  deaths  from  unavoidahle  laiiises.  a good  many  of  them 
would  in  m\' opinion  he  avoided  hy  a sy.steniat  ic  instruct  ion 
of  t he  mothers  as  to  the  ]iroper  feeding  and  clothing  ()f 
infants,  I'speciallv  those  who  are  artificially  fi'd.  I he 
institution  of  a 'WNimen's  Health  Society,  if  we  inay.socall 
it,  in  the  district,  for  the  purpose  of  dilTusiiig  instruction 
upon  infant  fi'cding,  tdeanliness,  and  clothing,  would  no 
doubt  le.s.sen  our  infantile  mortality,  and  it  is  to  he  ho])ed 
that  the  course  of  lectures,  embracing  Hygiene,  given  In- 
Miss  lionsdale,  in  the  district,  will  help  to  bring  about  the 
desired  cITecl.  'I'he  necessary  holding  of  imjnests  uiion 
illegitimate  infants,  where  no  medical  help  has  been 
obtained,  will  also  be  a salutarv  factor  in  future  in  les.sen- 
Ing  infant  ilc  mortality . 

llelow  is  givmi  tin*  number  of  deaths  from  the  various 
diseases  named  : 


Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  None. 

Seven  ih'aths  occurred  in  the  (’annock  Ward,  9 in  the 
Hednesford  Ward,  and  9 in  the  (’hadsmoor  Ward,  total 
25,  which  gives  a death  i-ate  of  PHI  ])er  1000.  Of  these 
(leaf hs  24  occurred  umh'r  5 yc'ars.  'riunv  was  one  death 
riH’ordcd  for  the  whole  distiict  in  tlu'  jtrec'eding  year. 


' 'Two  deaths  ocmirred  in  the  (’annock  Ward,  1 in  the 
llediK'slord  W ard,  and  2 in  the  ('Imdsmoor  Ward,  total  5. 
Ill  which  4 occnrrt'd  under  .5  yi’ars,  and  2 over  .5  years  cdd, 
and  indicating  a death  rate  per  UK)0  of  '22. 
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There  has  been  no  deatli  from  tliis  disease,  and  none 
in  the  precedinj^  year. 

'['hero  has  ])een  1 deatli  (under  5 years),  which 
occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  ay;ainst  I,  ahso  under  5 
years,  in  the  jircceding  yeai-. 

Tliere  has  been  1 death  (over  5 years),  which  occuri-ed 
in  the  C'hadsiuoor  \\'ard,  against  iCleatlis,  all  overbyeai's, 
recorded  for  the  whole  district  in  the  |)recetling  year. 

'I'here  has  been  no  death  from  this  fever,  and  none  in 
the  jireceding  year. 

'I’lieie  has  been  1 death,  under  5 yeai-s,  wliich  occurreil 
in  the  Cannock  Ward,  against  none  I'ecorded  in  the 
preceding  year. 

Five  deatlis  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  b in  the 
Heduesford  Ward,  am)  d in  the  Chadsmoor  \Vai-d,  total 
Id,  whicli  gives  a death  rate  of  ■5')  per  1000,  and  of  which 
11  were  under  n years;  a<>-ainst  7,  all  under  5 years,  i‘e- 
corded  for  the  whole  district  in  tlie  preceding  yea!-. 

Two  deaths  occui-i-ed  in  the  Cannock  AVjird,  d in  the 
llednesfoi-d  Ward,  iind  4 in  the  Clnidsmoor  AVjird,  total  0, 
indicatiTig  a death  rsite  of  -T  per  1000,  and  of  which  (5  wei-o 
undei-  b yeai-s  ; agiiinst  lb  deaths  in  the  wliole  district  for 
the  pi-eceding  yeai-. 

Two  tlciiths  occuri-ed  in  the  Cannock  W.n-d,  both  ovei- 
b yeais,  iigainst  the  same  nund^er  in  the  whole  district  for 
the  pi-eceding  yejir. 

Foul-  deaths  oc(-m-i-ed  in  the  Canno(-k  Witrd,  1 1 intlie 
llcdnesfoi-d  Wai-d,  8 in  the  Clnidsmooi-  Wai-d.  iind  1 in  the 
Workhouse,  total  27,  with  a i-atio  of  neiirly  I'dd  ])er  1000, 
and  of  which  10  occuri-ed  ovei-  b veai-s  ; ajjfainst  1(>  foi-  tlic 
pi-eceding  yeju-.  with  a i-iitio  of  -70  per  1000.  The  pi-opoi-- 
tiouate  mortjility  from  Phtliisis  jiei-  1000  pei- annum  in  the 
thi-ee  wai-ds,  calculated  on  the  estimated  ]K)i)ulation  of  each 
wai-d,  is  - 

Cannock  Wtu-d  (excluding  the  Woi-khouse)  ...  'bb 
Hednest'ord  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  I'-lb 

Cdiadsinoor  Wiii-d  ...  ...  ...  ...  I'OO 

'I'lie  mean  ininual  death  rjit-e  fi-oni  Phthisis  pei-  1000 
living  in  Kngland  fi-om  1880 — 1800  was  I'ti-k 

I'lie  dejitlis  reeoi-ded  in  each  Wiird  are  iis  follows 

Cannock  Wiird. — In  Ib-idgtown.  1 infant  aged  17 
months,  iind  1 nuii-i-ied  woman  aged  2 1.  In  C inncek  ii 
labourer  ag-ed  -It),  and  a (-hikl  aged  d>  \ciiis. 


Pilditheria. 


Mrmbraiious 

Croup. 


Typlioiil  Kpvit. 


I’lu-rpt-ral  h’evt-r. 


Erysipelas. 


\Vli(K)]iiu" 

Cougli. 


Diarrhoa. 


Hlieiiniatie 

F'ever. 


I’lilli’sis. 
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llo<liu'sf(ird  Ward. — In  Hediiesford.  2 single  women 
witli  pos|)oetive  ages  of  18  and  dO  yeai’s,  2 infants  with 
]-ospeelive  ages  of  months  and  11  months.  2 married 
women  with  i-er.peetive  ages  of  34  and  48  years,  3 miners 
aged  respectively  19  years,  30  years,  ami  32  years,  and  a 
grocer  aged  39  years.  In  Cannock  Wood,  a nmrried 
W(mian  aged  43. 

('hadsnioor  Ward.  In  llightown  and  ('hailsm(H)r,  2 
married  women  aged  23  years  and  33  years,  2 miners  aged 
29  years  and  33)  yeai-s,  and  1 infant  aged  1 j months.  In 
Heath  1 layes,  3 children  aged  )a‘spectiyely  If  months,  4 
months,  and  3 yeais. 

'I'his  fatal  disease  may  justly  he  regarded  as  jn-eyeiiti- 
hle.  It  has  an  estahlished  i-elalionshij)  to  damj)ness  of  soil 
<a,nd  density  of  population.  C.'oni])ared  with  other  industrial 
districts,  we  are  comparaliyely  free  from  IMithisis,  though 
not  so  free  as  we  should  be.  The  coal  dust  inhaled  by  the 
miner  is  not  so  in-itating  and  injnriou.s  to  the  bi-onehial 
jiassages  as  other  kinds  of  trade  dust.  'I'lie  natural  eleya- 
tion  of  the  district  with  its  dry  grayelly  sub-soil  are 
fayourable  to  tlie  reduction  of  the  di.seasc.  Foul  air  is  :i 
most  potent  CiUise  in  the  jiroduction  of  Phthisis,  and  if  in 
this  district  tluu-e  were  less  oyercrowding  in  hou.sos.  and  a 
cessation  of  oil-lamp  burning  in  bedrooms  Avhich  l ayt*  no 
fireplaces,  or  else  the  latter  arc  stojijted  ttj).  impeding  yen- 
lilation.  we  should  find  the  ilcitth  rate  from  Phthisis  lower 
than  what  it  is.  It  is  a wise  precaution  to  boil  cow's  milk 
before  consumption,  es|)ecially  when  the  sottree  of  themilk 
is  utiktiown,  and  might  possibly  be  tubercailar. 


Itroni’liitis, 
I’no  nnoiiia,  ami 
I’loiirisy. 


'rwenty-one  di'aths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  33 
in  the  llcdnesford  Waril.  30  in  the  ('luidsmoor  Ward,  and 

3 in  the  \\  orkhousc.  total  89.  with  a ratio  of  4 04  per  1000, 
and  of  which  <52  were  nnder  3 years;  against  84  for  the 
whole  district  in  the  preceding  year,  with  a death  rate  of 

4 per  KHiO.  The  proportionate  death  rate  per  1000  in  each 
ward,  ealculaletl  on  their  respectiye  iKijntlations,  is 
ap|)ro.\iiuately  as  folhiws: 


Cannoek  Ward  ...  2-9  Hedne.sford  Ward  ...  4-(5 
('hadsnioor  W ard  41 


'I'he 
land  for 
Pht  hisis. 


lue.in  annual  death  rate  jier  1000  Hying  in  Kng- 
Diseasi's  of  the  Hesiiiratory  System,  e.xcludimr 

from  18!)(;—IS!H)  was  3 i)4.'  ’ ” 


lie  lollowiug  tabh-  us('d  by  my  prialia-essor  shows  me 
moitahty  from  these  di.seascs  foV  tlie  past  10  years: 


ll 


KSS7  IS.S.S 

ISStl 

1800  1.801 

1802  180;5 

1801 

1 80.'. 

180I; 

Uiidt'r  'i 

. ‘JO  :t0 

•17 

••17  8;{ 

:50  ;5:s 

*1") 

-I  .a 

62 

Aliove 

...  tfO 

,‘57  6:5 

48  16 

.‘58 

;5;> 

27 

flit  62 

■SO 

74  1 16 

87  70 

0:5 

81 

80 

The 

prevalence  i 

)f  th 

esc  diseases  is  aggr 

avated  by 

the 

influence 

of  tin*  keen 

air  1 

if  t he  (list  rict  upon 

persons 

pre- 

disposed  from  latii^tu'.  deliilil  v,  poverty,  fill  li,  and  ovi'r- 
(•l•o\vdin^^  in  houses. 

Six  di'atlts  oeenrred  in  ttie  Cannock  Ward,  7 in  tl  e Dist-asr. 

Hednesfoi  fl  Wai-d,  S in  rln.“  Chadsniooi'  Ward,  and  7 in  the 
Workhouse,  total  2S,  with  a ratio  of  l'li7  per  lOdO,  anil  all 
over  0 years  ; aj^ainst  ‘d-t  rec'oi  ded  for  the  ])reeedin<>‘  yeai', 
all  over  ”>  years,  and  with  a death  rate  of  1‘.14. 


Seven  ih'alhs  oceai-red  in  the  Cr.nnoek  Ward,  5 in  the 
Hedne.'-foi-d  Ward,  and  !)  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward,  total 
■Jl,  which  wonld  o'ive  a death  rate  of  2G'!)2  per  JOUO  hii  ths 
I’efri.stered.  or  a ileath  rate  per  1000  of  jiopiilation  of  •!)5. 


Di'allis  fioiii 
Proiiialiiii'  liirlli 


Five  deaths  oeeniavd  in  the  Cannoek  Wai-d,  d-  in  the  iii.i"ne.s. 
llednesford  Ward.  1 in  the  Chadsmooi-  Ward,  and  2 in  ihe 
Hednesfoi'd  .Veeident  Home,  total  12,  with  a ratio  of  ’.“jld 
per  1000;  and  of  which  7 occniard  over  d year.s.  and  d 
under  d yeai's  id'  a<(e  ; airainst  10  foi’  the  ])reeedi7io’  year, 
with  a ratio  at  pei'  1000  of  ])opulat:on  of  ’dwO. 


Siihj  )iir.‘d  are  the  chief  details  of  the  I'espective 
injuries: — (Ij  Jan.  14th,  man  unknown,  about  2d  years, 
found  dead  on  towln;;'  path  of  canal  at  .Mill  (livni.  Can- 
noek, cause  of  (h'ath  heine' suffocation  by  drowjunir,  inijncst. 
(2)  Feb.  17th.  Isaac  1 laiaa  11,  2)7  yeai  s,  11  iohtown.  colliei  v 
stallman,  fi-om  burns  received  throiiirh  an  explosion  of  yas 
at  the  West  Cannock  Colliery,  inquest.  (.'»)  May  4th. 
Charles  hoi-klev,  10  years,  aecidmitally  killed  by  bein^- 
thrown  fi-om  a cart  neai'  Hamer  Hill  Ibaekyard,  inijuest. 
(4)  Jun.'  lllh,  John  Cooksey,  25  years,  hanired  himself  in 
the  llednesford  Police  Station.  in(|ucst.  (d)  .Inly  2nd. 
Frank  (lunn.  0 vears.  Wolverhampton-road.  Cannock, 
aecideidally  killed  bv  the  wheel  of  a cart  passiii^- over  him. 
inquest.  ((5;  .Vujr.  .‘b-d,  .lohn  I'idward  Sirdietield.  .‘>  yiairs. 
killed  by  the  wheels  of  a trap  passinc-  ovei‘  hiiii  in  the 
Hugeley-i'oad,  Hednesfoi-d,  inquest.  (7)  Se])t . 2' >t  h.  1 lai-old 
Heynolds,  b vee.rs.  New  1 lall-sti-eet.  Cann  ick.  ; nib. cat i in 
caused  by  I hi*  attempted  swallowing  of  a damson,  inquest. 
(8)  Oct.  8,  A.  Watkins,  14  years,  aiaadenlally  killed  at  the 
Fast  Cannoek  Collieiy,  impiest.  (0)  October  2i-th.  .iohn 
Hyden,  years,  died  in  the  llednesford  Accident  Homt* 
fi’om  burns  accidentally  i-eceived,  impiest.  (10)  Nov.  0th. 
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Oeatlis  from  all 
other  Diseases. 


Deaths  iiialer  .5 
years. 


Zyinotie  Di.sea!- 


Deaths  in  tin' 
Workhouse. 


Ncllio  Chuisi'v, ill  tliii  1 lednsst’oi-il  Accident 
Home  from  m-fidimtal  hiii-iis,  iii'|iie.st.  (II)  Nov.  ITtli, 

(. 'ji t hcri 111.'  1 tooley,  SU  vciirs,  loiiiid  dciid  on  lice.s  C ommon, 

I Icdiiesford,  from  failure  of  (lie  lieai-t'.s  action,  coii.siainent 
n|»un  the  injuries  received  and  e.\|)osnre  to  cold,  in(|ne.st. 
(12)  Dee.  25th,  lOdward  D.  Shemilit,  d years,  C'annoek, 
from  accidental  Imrns,  imjne.sl. 

Besides  the  in(|uesl.s  held  on  the  above  injuries,  in- 
(juests  have  been  held  on  the  followiiytr  : — (I)  .lohn  Austin, 
(ii)  vears,  (!reen-lane,  Ib-idc'town,  death  from  synco|>e. 
accelerated  liy  e.vposnre  to  cold.  (2)  Bi-eniatui-e  Birtli  in 
Witublebuiy. 

Forty-one  deaths  occurred  in  the  (.'annock  Ward,  4(1 
in  tlie  Hednesford  Ward,  o-l  in  the  C'hadsmoor  Ward,  and 
dO  in  the  ^Vorkhouse,  total  11*5,  with  a ratio  of  ()‘51)  ])er 
1000,  and  of  which  85  were  over  ;5  yeiirs;  as>;ainst  a total 
of  181,  wit'i  a death  late  pel'  100()  of  SMi  in  tiie  jireeedinif 
year. 

(1)  Cannock  Ward. — In  tliis  ward  (5(1  deaths  have 
been  recorded,  exc*ludinj^  the  Worklioiise  in  which  deaths 
occurred,  indicating-  a death  rate  of  8-40  ]ier  lOOO  on  the 
eslimated  jiopulation  of  this  ward. 

(2)  Hednesford  Ward. — In  this  ward  (1(1  deaths  have 
been  recorded,  indicatimr  a tleath  rate  on  its  estimated 
|)Opula(ion  of  8'71  ]ier  1(HK),  this  exi-ludin^  the  two  dc-aths 
oceiirring-  in  the  llediu'sford  Accident  Home. 

(d)  Chadsmoor  \Vard. — In  this  ward  (50  deaths  have* 
bet'll  recorded,  indicating;  on  its  estimated  population  a 
death  rate  of  it'-tS  ]ier  JoitO. 

'I'he  total  deaths  for  the  whoh'  district  amount  to  20(1, 
which  is  at  the  rati*  of  O'dl)  per  I0(t0,  as  ag-ainst  7'7  for  tlu* 
preceding;  year. 

' The  deaths  Irom  Zymotic  Disease  number  .5:5,  as  ap- 
plied to  the  seven  jirineipal  Zymotic  Di.seases.  vi/..,  small- 
pox, measles,  st'arlet  fever,  dijilitlieria,  whoojiing  cong-h, 
enteric  b'ver,  and  diarrluea,  which  gives  a death  rate  jier 
10l)0  oi  2‘ 4 ; as  against  2tt  deaths  for  the  preceding  vear, 
giving  a death  rateot  l'd8,  the  hit  ter  being  nearl\' enualled 
by  the  death  rate  fi-om  measli's  alone  in  180(5.  ''I’he  death 
* J*  other  causes  besidi's  this  class  of  disease  is 

M-7/  per  1(M)(),  .,s  against  15-14  for  (he  ineeeding  vear. 

horty-four  deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  :>  iinder 
and  41  ()ver  ;>  yi-ars  of  age.  Of  the  lattci-  21  occurred  at 
ages  ot  (5.)  and  upwards,  the  oldest  being  08.  27  deaths 

occuri-ed  among  per.sons  lu'hmgiug  to  the  district,  and  17 

among  persons  from  other  districts. 
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Mi‘.  Gat  wal'd,  the  master,  kindl}'  iid'erms  me  that  the 
avera'^e  mirnhei-  of  inmates  during  the  year  is  2-15,  and  tliat 
no  vagrants  admitted  during  the  j>ast  year  to  the  wards 
liave  died  there.  The  death  i-ate  })er  eeut.  last  year  would 
appro.vimiitely  he  17'95  estimated  on  the  average  uumbei- 
of  innrates. 

The  number  of  deaths  reeoriled  as  not  eertitied  is  15, 
of  which  11  were  under  5 years,  against  10  i-ecoriled  in  t he 
})reeeding  year.  They  occurred  as  follows  : 

(1)  Carinoek  Wai'd.-  - Six  occurred  in  this  ward,  1 of 
them  heing  at  ages  of  1 houi'  each,  from  ])rematnre  bii'th, 
and  2 at  resjiective  ages  of  18  hours  ami  77  years,  from 
natural  causes. 

(2)  ITednesford  Ward. — due  death  occuri'ed  at  -11 
years  from  apoplexy. 

(8)  Chadsmoor  Ward. — Kight  deaths  occuri-ed  in  this 
ward,  of  which  8 were  from  premature  bii'th,  2 from  con- 
vulsions, aged  respectively  1 hour  and  5 months,  1 from 
natural  causes  at  11  months,  1 from  senile  decay  aged  92 
years,  and  1 from  heart  disease  aged  40  years. 

This  Act  has  been  adopted  in  your  district  from  the 
1st  of  June,  1894.  'I'he  nundier  of  cases  notifitd  under 
this  Act  has  been  2(52  for  the  year  1890,  which  is  abnor- 
mally large  compared  with  the  number  notitieil  in  the 
})receding  yeai'  which  was  98.  The  I’eason  of  this  is  due  to 
scarlet  fever,  wliich  assumed  an  ejndemic  form  thi'oughout 
the  entii'e  distiict,  no  fewer  than  212  cases  oecnri'ing  dur- 
ing the  year,  a rate  of  80  ])er  cent,  ujion  the  sum  total  of 
diseases  notified.  J’his  e|)idemic  jirevalence  has  not  been 
limited  to  this  district,  it  has  been  general  throughout  the 
country.  1 willnow  takethenotitiable  diseases  intheir  order. 

FortunatelN',  as  in  the  preceding  year,  we  have  had 
no  case  notified  from  this  disea.se,  though  1 feared  last 
spring  the  possibility  of  its  introduction  by  means  of  the 
canal  boats  from  Gloucester,  where  there  was  a serious 
epidemic  of  the  disease.  1 visited  flic  canal  wharves  both 
at  llednesford  and  Geacroft,  and  left  instructions  for  a 
strict  supervision  of  the  Iioats,  which,  however,  were  dis- 
infected before  etderiilg  the  district. 

The  ca.ses  in  the  district  from  this  disease  occurred  iis 
lollows : 

Gannock  Ward. — Sixteen  nccuri'cd  in  the  Cannock  ])or- 
tion  of  this  waril  in  12  houses,  45  in  17  houses  in  tlu' 
Hridgtown  portion,  and  19  in  9 houses  in  t he  outlying  ])or- 
t ions  in  one  instance  7 cases  occurrim.;' in  one  famil\',  the 
total  number  bein^'  8()  in  8S  hou:.c.s. 


UiK'fvtilipil 

Dcitllis. 


XotiliciiUoii  i)f 
Infi-i'tiims 
I)isc!isi;.s  .\c't. 


.Small]* 


,Sfarl''L  I'i'vcr. 
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1 It'iliicsrind  Wanl. — Tliiil  v-tdiii' cast's  in  2;i 

lllilISl'S. 

( ’liailsiiioor  W ard.  In  <la'  Hiiflilowii  and  ( 'liadsiiiDor 
portitni  Id  taises  occur! -t'd  in  lioii.scs,  in  the  W'iinblehui-y 
poi  tion  17  ciiscs  in  12  houses,  in  the  Heath  Hayes  ])ortion 
().d  ciises  in  d7  houses,  and  in  an  outlying-  portion  5 eases 
ill!  inonelionse;  thetotiilTinnihei- being hS eases  in  t)2  houses. 

'I’lie  sum  total  for  the  three  wiirds  etiualled  212  eases 
in  12;1  houses. 

'I'lie  disease,  foi-tunately,  has  been  of  a mild  tyi)e.  tin* 
case  mortiility  being  2-d  per  rent.  1 visited  the  f:imilies 
iittiicked,  and  recommended  disinfeetitiits  to  he  ke])t  iit 
thi-ee  different  stiitions,  vi/.,  t'annoek,  Hednesfoi-tl.  iind 
Hciith  Hayes,  besides  issuing  eirenlars  containing  hints 
u})on  the  pievention  of  the  disease,  with  insti-uctions  for 
disinfection, togetherwith  a caution  as  ivgai-ds  the  peir.tlties 
of  negligent  e.xposure.  Nothingshort  of  hospital  i.solation  can 
be  relied  u[)on,  however,anditispractically  imjatssible  toget 
the  necessary  seclusion  in  a working  class  household.  The 
occurrence  of  slight  ca.ses  jilso  renders  ])reventiitivt‘ 
measui-es  more  diflicult,  a .sore  thojtt  or  slight  des(|uanni- 
tion  esca])ing  notice,  and  yet  ca])able  of  s])reading  infection. 
'The  fiicility  for  s])reading  is  iilso  increased  by  the  fact  of 
long  rows  of  cottages  hitving  backyards  in  common,  and 
wher('  tliei’C  is  a generiil  mi.xing  up,  so  to  speak,  of  different 
liimilies.  In  some  of  my  visits  to  the  infet'ted  houses  1 
lonnd  detective  di-ainage  and  nnisiinces  injurious  to  heiilth. 
conditions  in  which  jtersons  iire  rendered  more  snsce|)tible 
to  t In' disciise,  iind  which  would  jtossibly  form  ii  soil  for 
its  gi-owth  and  s])read.  Take,  for  instance,  undrjiined 
He!!th  Hayes,  where  t!d  cases  occurred,  out  of  a tot:»l  ofl)S 
citses  notified  for  the  whole  ward  (Cdiadsmoor),  and  con- 
stituting nearly  20  pei-  cent,  of  the  nnnd)er  notified  foi-the 
whole  district.  It  is  high  time  that  Heath  Hayes  should 
be  eflicienfly  di-ijiiu'd  nnd  .sewered.  Hridgtown,  in  the 
( annock  N\  !ti-d.  follows  Heiith  Havi's  closelv  in  sevei-itv, 
4.)  cjises  oceuring  th(*re  in  17  houses,  and  when  visiting 
the  infVett'd  houses  1 Inul  occjision  in  two  instanci's  to  I'on- 
demn  the  condition  of  ashpits  and  jn-ivies.  With  regard 
to  hospital  I.solation  lor  this  disea.se,  1 would  su<>-ire.st  Hiat 
our  pi-e.sent  Smallpox  Hospital  be  msed  for  t he  reception  of 
patients,  e.s|)ecially  tho.se  being  in  or  near  ci-owded  honse- 
Imhls,  and  that  a Smallpox  Ho.spital  be  buiit  at  a .snitablv 
remoft'  distance  fi-oni  surrounding  dwellings.  Hven  as 
f lings  are  at  piesent,  I believe  that  if  disinfection  were 
thoi-oughly  earned  out  according  to  instructions  and  the 
tfie  patienfs  i.solated  where  po.ssible,  the  number  of  cases 
would  be  reduced  and  thereby  the  cost  of  notification. 
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I'nlll'  (MSt'S  Wrii-  liulilii'il  ill  tli<‘  (iiiiiiKifk  Will'd,  d Ilf 
lln‘111  lii'iiij^  ill  diK-  liiiii-;t‘  ;it  Hi, nil  (Ii'i'i'ii,  ( ':iiiiiii<'k,  in  dniic, 
illld  wlllTC  \v;is  tlllllld  nil  the  rc.ir  |l|'(‘lllisi'S  iM'.ll.cIl  |lil  li’Illlilin 
ilircftly  tn  till*  si'woi'  withniil  l)ciii;4  Li'Jii>i)t‘d.  d'liis  \v:is,  nf 
course,  rciiicdicd.  'I'licre  wen*  iiom*  notiliud  in  tin*  llediies- 
ford  Ward,  but  one  nasc  occurred  at  Wiiidileluiry,  in  tlio 
( ’liadsinoor  Ward. 

Two  cases  were  iiotilied,  (tne  in  the  ('animck  Ward,  and  I"*,', 
one  in  tlie  (,'liadsinoor  Ward. 

Five  cases  wi're  notilied.  d'liree  cases  occurred  at  (Jaii-  ''l'l•'>"l  • 
nock  in  separate  hoiise.s,  and  in  one  instance  [ found  defective 
house  di.sconnection,  which  was  remedied.  < tiie  case  oceuiivd 
at  Ihiwnsley,  in  the  Ilediiesfnrd  Ward,  ;ind  one  (fat;d)  iit 
Heath  Haye.'j,  in  tlio  ('h;idsmoor  Ward. 

Two  cases  were  notilied  in  Hi'din'sford.  I’u.'iiii'nii  ivvor 

d'hirty-si.\  ca.se.s  were  notilied,  of  wliicli  21  were  in  the  Kiysiii>-ias. 
(niiiiiock  W'ard,  II  in  the.  llediiesford  Ward,  ami  -f  in  the 
Ch.idsmoor  Ward.  'J'hore  was  one  fatal  c;ise  (under  b year.s) 
in  the  Cannock  Ward.  All  these  ca.ses  occurred  in  separate 
hoii.se.s,  and.  cau.sed  prohahly  hy  cold  and  dam]).  Inellicient 
ventilation  and  drainaife  no  dunht  l■(‘nder  jier.sons  more  sus- 
e(‘[itihle  to  the  disease.  In  a ea.se  visited  hy  mi*  at  Heath 
Haye.s,  1 had  occasion  to  condemn  the  ashpit  and  privy 
allaehed  to  the  premi.ses. 

Krysi[)elas  is  at  the  present  day  chieily  nii't  with  in  the 
•sporadic  form,  and  ceases  to  have  that  impnrtanee  that  was 
attached  to  it  formerly  when  virulent  outhreaks  uccurred  in 
surgical  wards  from  the  negh'ct  of  sanitary  essentials.  Ac- 
• juirements  of  inf(*ction  from  a ca.se  is  generally  through 
unsound  .skin  or  mucous  nienihrane. 

I will  now  take  a non-notiliahle  disease  which  w.is  largi'Iy  M'•.•l^l'‘v 
jirevalent  in  the  di.strict  last  yi'ar.  In  the  latter  part  of  .lan- 
iiary  an  outbreak  of  .Measles  occurred  at  (diadsmoor  ami 
Hightown,  and  on  danuary  .'lOtli  there  wi're  .‘bH  alisentees 
out  of  a total  of  1042  .scholars  in  the  Chadsnioor  Xational 
and  board  Schools,  whiidi  fact  combined  with  the  medical 
evidence  of  the  jirevalence  ol  Meash’s,  determined  im*  to 
advise  closure  of  the  schools  for  four  week.s.  The  Sund.iy 
Schools  of  this  district  were  also  closed  liy  my  ri'ipiest.  In 
•March  the  disea.se  spread  intotireen  Heath  in  the  I lednes.hu' 1 
AVard.  Tin*  Wi'st  Hill  Hoard  Schools,  and  the  temporary 
Infants’  School  in  Hradburydane,  and  Sunday  Scbools  were 
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clusi'd  for  a jM-riod  of  six  -weeks.  In  April  llie  "Walsall  Koad 
l)oaid  Schools,  the  Caiiiioftk  Kudow('d  1 iifaiits’ and  National 
Schools,  in  the  Cannock  ^^^lrd,  were  closed  for  four  weeks, 
owino  lo  the  prevalence  of  the  diseases  there,  and  in  duni'  the 
Heath  Hayes  Infants’ anil  temporary  Infants’ Schools  were 
likewi.se  closeil  forthi-ee  weck.s.  Church  Hill  and  Litlleworth, 
in  the  llednesfoid  ^\'ard,  were  also  visited  hy  the  di.sea.se, 
hut  not  lo  th('  extent  of  justifying  school  closure.  A.s  shown 
in  tin*  K<‘port,  there  were  fatal  ca.se.s,  oivino  a death  I’alc 
of  I'l.d  |ier  1000,  the  .secondary  can.se  of  d'-ath  heino 
ally  Ih'onchitis  and  Pneumonia.  It  h;is  heiui  coidamded  that 
school  closure  as  a preventative'  is  of  little  use,  hut  J hi'Hc've 
ill  a district  like  this  it  is  a means  of  checking  the  spread  of 
the  di.scase.  d'here  are  two  sources  of  dilliculty  to  contend 
with  in  the  |ireventiou  of  this  disi'a.se,  which  justilies  school 
closure,  viz.  ; 

(1)  That  infection  hegins  at  least  thice  days  hefore  the 
ra.sh  appears. 

(2)  That  there  is  usually  aii  iiicultation  period  of  twelve 
days,  necessitating  a iortuights  ipiarantine  hefore  those  e.x- 
])o.sed  to  infection  can  he  consiilei-ed  safe.  Home  isolation 
lieing  impussihh',  it  is  not  right  thatweshouIdmultiplythe.se 
dilliculties  hy  allowing  children  to  he  sent  to  .school  from 
hiuiies  scattered  over  various  portions  of  the  disti'ict,  these 
lu.mu.'s  suh.si'ijuently  lurming  sejiarate  foci  of  tlisease. 

hesides  this,  wc  ha\e  to  consider  the  ca.se  mortality, 
which,  in  .severe  epidemic.s,  would  all'ect  the  general  death 
I'ate. 


In  the  cour.se  of  m\  sanitary  rounds  during  the  year, 
I h.ave  condemned  hy  puautitati v i*  analysis  well  waters  snp- 
]>lying  1!)  hou.ses,  with  the  result  that  the  wells  have  heen 
closed,  and  water  .supj.lied  I.y  the  Soul h Stall'ordshire  Water- 
works C'ompanv. 


1 ha \ e ;d.so  had  occasion  to  repoi  t upon  and 
several  uui.sauci's. 


Ct 


uidi'inn 


1 Imve  paiil  visits  to  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  the  rooms 
ot  uh.ch  hy  my  advice  hav(>  I.een  whilewa.shed,  di.stempered, 
and  thoroughly  cleaned  thromdioiit. 


I In  Sewage  harm  also  has  hei'u  visited  hv  me  on 

■.•vend  occasiou.s,  and  1 have  taken  moni hiv  samples  of  the 
" llli  I,.  11,,.  ,,r  111,  s,.,v,,-,.  |■^lll„,  i|  u-irt  l„. 
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best  pIVoctod  by  the  lb-l»au  1 bstricL  (..'omicil  having  tlio  iliipct 
contrnl  and  managenipiit  uf  tbo  farm,  and  I am  j)lpased  to  say 
tins  has  recently  been  arranged.  I Ijelicvc  that  the  farm 
properly  manageil  will  deal  satisfactorily  for  some  time  to 
co[>e  with  the  screened  sewage  of  the  district,  but  I wonld 
recommend  the  eventual  use  of  precipitation  tanks,  the  ellln- 
ents  from  which  to  be  distributed  over  the  farm  lands  before 
finally  passing  into  outside  stream.s,  and  then  there  will  lu' 
no  fear  of  incurring  |)enalties  under  the  Rivers  Rollntion 
Acts. 

Mr.  Peake,  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  kindly  wa/M-supiay 
informs  nu!  that  the  number  of  yards  of  water  mains  laid  by 
the  South  Staf!brd.■^hire  Waterworks  Company  is  1000,  as 
against  1025  in  the  preceding  year,  and  that  these  were  laid 
in  the  following  localiti(*.s,  viz..  West  (.’hadsimmr,  New-street, 

Rridgtown,  Rradbnrydane,  Hednesford,  and  Simmsdane, 

Cannock.  He  also  states  that  the  number  of  bouses  supplied 
with  water  by  the  Company  during  the  year  is  200,  and  that 
that  the.  number  of  hou-ses  built  during  the  year  is  7G,  against 
55  built  in  ibe  preceding  year  ; the  total  number  of  houses 
in  the  district  for  the  year  1890  being  40(55. 

'I’lie  returns  of  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness  throughout  Pauiipr  .'■i ’.i  ess 
the  distiict  din  ing  each  fortnight  for  the  past  year  show  that 
from  chest  affections  the  Chailsmoor  Ward  (chiefly  the  High- 
town  and  Chadsmoor  portion)  suffered  more  than  the  other 
two  wards  combine<l.  The  Measles  epidemic  al.so  affected 
tliis  ward  similarly,  but  in  a biggiw  proi»ortion.  Tbe  Hednes- 
ford Ward  shows  a greater  numlier  of  chest  affections  than 
tbe  Cannock  Ward,  Imt  a smaller  number  of  Mi>asles  ca.ses. 

With  ri'trard  to  tuliercular  di.sease,  the  Hednesford  ami 
Chadsmoor  Wards  show  equal  returns,  the  (ainnock  Ward 
having  the  least  number.  Hednesfonl  Ward  shows  tbe  greater 
number  of  rbeumatism  cases,  followed  closely  by  Cannock 
Ward.  (.,'ases  of  starvation  and  improper  feeding  of  infants 
have  also  been  recordetl  in  the  returns.  With  regard  to  in- 
fectious tlisea.sc,  there  has  been  no  Scarlet  Fev(“r  rejiorted, 
but  12  ca.ses  of  .Measles  occurn'd  in  the  Workhou.si*. 

.Mr.  F.  C.  Roach,  the  Vaccination  Officer,  has  kindly 
supplied  me  with  iv  return,  in  which  the  Rirths  are  stated  as 
779,  the  number  sucite.ssfully  vaccinatial  441,  dead  unvaccin- 
ated 7G,  and  po.st[)oned  vaccinations  4,  tbe  number  unvaccin- 
aU*d  being  258.  'fhe  ratio  of  vaccinations  to  births  is 
■5GG,  against  'S.'W  for  the  preceding  year.  .Mr.  Roach  states 
that  of  the  number  unvaccinated  at  least  50  ])er  cent,  will, 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  be  vaccinated  within  the 
ne.xt  si.\  months. 


18 
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Vdiir  Serviint, 
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SICKNJ^iSS,  coming  to  the  Icucncledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during 
h lassified  acocrrding  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and.  Localities. 


OK 


TO  rilK 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CANNOCK 

FOR  THE  YEAFi  1S9(). 


(Fkntlemkx, 

1 have  ploa-suro  in  prcscntinjf  my  liftli  Aiiinial  l{c‘itovl 
of  tlie  work  cai  ried  out  in  my  Department  fur  the  year  emled 
I)eccml)or  31st,  1896. 

During  tlic  year  1 and  my  ^Vssistant  liave  made  *2787 
in.s])ections  of  premi.so.s  tlirougliont  the  District,  and  have  de- 
tected 2-18  nuisances  of  various  descriptions,  tin'  particulars 
of  which  arc  appemhal  in  the  Summary  to  this  lvej»ort. 

In  compliance  with  the  various  sections  of  the  I’uhlic 
Health  Act,  1870,  oG  legal  notices  and  192  preliminary 
notices  were  served  for  the  alaitemcnt  ot  the  nuisance.s,  of 
which  239  have  been  satisfactorily  complied  with.  The  re- 
maining nuisance.s,  still  unahatcal,  arc  carried  forward  to  he. 
dealt  with. 

In  order  to  (.‘iiahlc  the  memhers  (»f  tin'  Council  to  .sec  at 
a glance  the  various  description  of  nuisances  which  have  been 
detected  and  dealt  with  during  the  above  [)eriod,  1 have 
again  introduced  a summary  showing  the  number  of  nuisances, 
number  of  notices,  and  the  nundter  which  have  been  comi)lied 
with. 

The  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Canmtek  is  estimateil 
at  8009  ae.res,  and  the  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  189G 
22,306. 

The  following  an;  ])arti(;ulars  showing  the  jiopulation  of 
the  District  in  tin*  year  1891,  and  the  annual  increa.se  to  the 
31st  December,  1896. 


,\r(M  anti 
I’npiilation. 


■24 


Population  of 
1891 


the  Urban  District,  as 


per  census 
20,613 


\umb(>r  of  Houses  erected  from  danuary  Ist,  1891,  to 
Dec.  31st,  1896,  and  the  incie;i.se  of  Population  in  eacli  year  : 


Houses 

Krec-ted. 

emled 

1 )ec.  3 1 , 1891 

38 

„ 1892 

14 

n 

„ 1S93 

72 

y ) 

„ 1894 

48 

) ) 

„ 1895 

55 

„ 1896 

76 

Iiicrea.se  of 
Population. 

209 
77 
4 23 
264 
302 
418 


'I'lie  following  are  particulars  of  tin?  nunibi'r  of  hoiuses 
and  poimlation  in  each  ward  on  the  rate  hook  to  .hiiie  30lh, 
1896  ; 


Houses. 

Population 

Cannock  Wanl 

1301 

7156 

Chadsmoor  Ward 

1323 

7277 

Hednesford  ACard 

1377 

7574 

Totid 

4001 

22007 

During  the  year  56  plans  fur  the  following  new  buildings 
were  submitted,  and  approved  of  by  the  I'inanee  and  Iluilding 


Committee  : 

New  Rooms  ...  ...  5 

Conversion  of  House  into  two...  ...  2 

('onversion  of  Pigstyes  into  Storerooms  ...  2 

Hon.ses  ...  ...  ...  76 

Pigstyes  ...  ...  ...  29 

Pakeliouses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Kxtension  of  (Xlice.  ...  ...  1 

Worksho[)S  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  4 

Closets  ...  ...  ...  7 

Knlargement  of  School  ...  ...  1 

Stiihles  ...  ...  ...  6 

Coach  Houses  ...  ...  ...  .‘1 

Warehouse  ...  ...  ...  1 

Slaughter  House  ...  ...  ...  1 

AVater  Closets  ...  ...  ... 

Urinal  ..  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  150 


'rill'  number  ami  de.scriptioiis  of  buildings  which  were 
iiol  eommenced  at  the  rnd  of  the  year  areas  follov, .j  ; 
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Adilitional  Room  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  9 

PIgstyes  ...  ...  ...  4 

Enlargement  of  School  ...  ...  1 

Shops  ...  , . ...  3 

Rakehouse  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  19 


1 )unng  the.  erection  of  the  Imililings,  periodical  inspections 
were  made,  and  in  several  instances  the  Imildings  were  not 
being  (jonstructed  in  acconlance  with  the  ap[)roved  plans  and 
l)Ve-laws.  The  usual  notices  were  .served  to  pull  down  the 
ilefective  work,  which  were  complied  with,  and  the  l)uililing 
■satisfactorily  completed. 

^ W.itm-  .Supply. 

During  the  year  the  usual  in.spcctions  have  been  made 
throughout  the  District,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  water  useil 
for  drinking  and  domestic  [)urposes,  also  as  to  the  snllicienc}' 
of  such  supply. 

In  .several  case's  samjiles  of  water  have  been  taken  from 
wells  l)y  the  Medical  Dllicerof  Health,  and  condemned  by  him 
as  unfit  for  drinking  or  domestic  pui’iioses. 

'I'he  number  of  houses  which  were  supplied  with  this  im- 
jnire  water  was  49,  including  13  houses  situated  in  New-street, 

Rridgtown,  G of  of  which  obtained  their  sui)ply  from  wells, 
and  the  other  7 from  a small  hand  pump,  fixed  in  tlie  lield, 
which  pumped  up  the  water  from  the  adjacent  brook. 

These  were  reported  to  you,  and  instructions  given  to 
serve  the  usual  notices  :o  provide  a jmiper  supply  of  whole- 
some water,  which  were  complied  with,  and  tlie  South  Staf- 
fordshire water  laid  on. 

During  the  yeay  the  South  Staffbrd.shire  Waterworks 
Comjmny  have  supplied  200  houses  witli  their  water,  and 
laid  1900  additional  yards  of  water  mains  in  the  following 
parts  of  the  1 )istrict,  viz.  : 

West  Chadsmoor,  Ncw-strect,  Rridgtown, 

Rradbury-lane,  Hednesford,  Simms-lane,  Cannock, 

Ranlv-street,  Five  Ways. 

In  my  previous  Report  I mentioned  a number  of  houses 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  West  Chadsmoor,  near  the  Tramway, 
which  had  not  a sufficient  supply  of  wholesome  water.  I am 
now  pleased  to  report  that  the  South  SbiH'ordshire  water  has 
been  laid  on  to  these  and  many  others  in  that  locality. 
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1 ;ini  Jtleaseil  to  ri'iun't  that  ovory  i'casoi’iil)le  facility  ha^ 
Ijoou  iiuulc  hy  the  South  Staflbnlshirc  atcuuoiKs  Coiupan_^, 
l)y  extending  their  water  inaiiis,  to  eiiahlc  proiiertv  owners 
to  a{:c<.tinino(lat('  their  tenants  with  a snllicient  snji]' o 
wliolesoiiie  wat('r. 

In  various  narts  of  the  1 tistriet  eonsiderahh;  progress  has 
lieen  made  in  tliis  direction,  whicli  1 am  i)leased  to  say  has 
resulted  in  a marked  improvement  of  tlie  cleanly  and  happy 
a])pearanee  of  the  occupants  and  homes. 

\Vith  the.  (“xception  oi  a few  isolated  jiortioiis  of  the 
District,  the  ]iroperty  owners  have  now  the  opportunity  <'>t 
supplying  th(‘ir  tenants  with  water  <lirect  from  the  main, 
without  having  t<>  resoi't  to  the  unsatisfactory  system  of 
storage  cistfu  ns. 

^Vitll  i‘(‘gard  to  Canno(dv  Wood,  an  outlying  disti’ict,  1 
have  nothing  to  adil  to  the  remarks  in  my  previous  Deport. 
'I'he  district  is  sulliciently  supplied  with  water,  of  which  .f 
have  not  receivtal  any  eom[»lainls. 

iiou.so  Drainage  Diu'ing  the  year  inspections  have  heen  maile  throughout 
the  I tistrict  as  to  the  general  condition  of  House;  Drainage, 
and  upon  such  inspections  have  detectetl  4()  nuisances  arising 
from  various  structural  defects,  tin*  particulars  of  which  will 
lu*  found  under  the  heading  of  House  I trainage  in  tin*  statistics 
given. 

In  many  eases  no  system  of  ilrainage  existed,  ami  the 
refu.se  was  [)oiued  dowr.  an  open  clianmd  and  left  to  liml  its 
way  into  the  .soil.  Other  nui.sances  found  were  defective  trap.s, 
stoppage  of  draims,  and  in  several  instances  the  drains  were 
ill  such  a dilapidated  condition,  which  nece.ssitati'd  their  le- 
construction.  For  the  ahatementof  these  nuisances  the  usual 
notices  were  .served,  and  the  works  lecnmmended  hv  me 
.satisfactorily  carrit'd  out. 

During  th.e  year  o'.)  drains  have  lieen  constructed,  .u4  of 
which  wen*  connected  with  the  main  sewer.s,  and  .u  with  ces.s- 
jiools,  which  are  recorded  in  the  Drainage  Dooks  for  referi'nee. 

d’he  premi.ses  to  which  drains  have  lieen  laid  and  con- 
nected with  the  main  .sewers  are  as  follows: 

Houses  ...  ...  ... 

Workshop  ...  ...  ...  ] 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ... 

Accident  Home  ...  ...  ...  | 

Figstyos  ...  ...  ...  .)| 

Stahles  ...  ...  ...  o 

Crinals  ...  ...  ...  .> 

— iDi) 


llic*  iticiuisL's  (i)  wliicli  drains  liavo  ho(‘n  laid  aial  coii- 
iioctinl  with  cesspools  are  as  follows  : 

HollS('S  ...  f) 


I'otal  ...  () 

\\  ith  r(‘gavd  to  Private  Streets,  in  various  [larts  of  the 
Itistrief,  where  pi'ovision  is  not  yet  made  for  ri'cmvino  house 
refuse,  I ha\'e  nothin^  to  add  to  the  rmnarks  in  my  ]>!'evions 
Keport. 

Itiiring  the  year  ’iispeetions  have  heeii  made  throui^hont 
the  1 tistrict  as  to  the  general  conditi(m  of  Privies  ami  Ashj)its. 
Si.\ty-eight  nnisances  of  various  descriptions  hav(^  heen  d('- 
tect(*d,  the  p.'irticnlars  o(  which  will  Ix'  found  in  tln^  statistics 
givmi.  1 he  usual  notices  weri'  sm'vixl  on  tin;  projxu'tv  owinus 
to  abate  the  nuisances,  and  in  all  cases,  exci'pt  si.\,  tlie  work 
satisfactorily  carried  out.  'I’he  nuisances  unahati'd  are  carried 
forward  on  the  hooks  to  he  dealt  with. 

In  several  eases  wliiu'e  I have  found  |)rivi(;s  ami  ashpits 
(at  the  hetter  class  houses)  in  such  a ililajiidaied  condition  as 
to  necessitate  ri.-constrncting,  1 have  recommended  tln'm  to 
h(‘  pulh'd  down,  and  [)ro[)er  water  closets  suhstituted.  My 
recommendations  were  accei)te(l  hy  the  owners,  and  the  work 
carri<‘il  out  to  my  satisfaction. 

d’he  removal  of  night  soil  for  the  1 tistriet  was  umh'rtakmi 
hy  Mr.  Knoch  Jflewitt,  contractor,  I lediu'sford,  at  a cost  of 
£425,  the  amount  of  his  cfiiitract  for  the  first  year  ended  5 1 st 
Itecemher,  1896. 

1 timing  the  yi'ar  the  (.'ontractor  has  emptied  2,5.69  ash- 
pits. Inspections  were  made  of  the  work.s,  and  the  ashpits 
which  were  found  not  .satisfactorily  cleansed,  the  Contractor’s 
attention  was  called,  and  the  conip'aint  remedlecl.  I 
have  again  to  report  that  the  W(U’k  carrii'd  out  hy  the  Con- 
tractor has  mmerally  lieen  found  satisfactorv. 

4’he  total  numher  of  Slaughter  llou.ses  on  the  Pegister 
is  27,  as  against  29  in  the  iirei  ious  year.  Slanghtm'  Houses 
.\os.  1 1 and  26  have  heen  closed  on  account  of  a change  of 
tenant  in  another  traile.  < hie  transau'  licen.se  has  heen 
granted  to  Mr.  dames  Smitli,  grocer,  1 ledm  sfor  1,  to ( ccnjiy 
and  u.se  fSlanghter  House  No.  17. 

During  the  yiair  ins])ectinns  have  hemi  m.ade,  and  the 
usual  insti uctions  given  for  cleansing  the  slaughter  houses 
and  fasting  pens,  which  were  satisfactorily  carried  out. 


Privifis  aiii 


Xiglit  Soil 
liiMtiiival 


Slaii;;tit(-r 

Jtou.ses. 


1 


28 


UriiKkls. 


1 f T^.:n  il8  boloii-inK  to  the  Council  is  four, 
The  uunihor  of  I nn-ils  Cir,?,iMpcford.  louring  the 

Ur  a.,.I 

ilushcl  hy  tlic  street  scavengers. 

Tl.  coat  or  -in.aiuin«  tl,o 

ll,.si,iu.l.  Deceiiiher  31st,  183(,  in  •• 

Kent 

Clo-uiing  Material  ana  rtensils  ... 

Water  Kates  ••• 

Aavertising  for  Tenders  for  Kepair- 
ing  and  1 ’ainting 
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In  addition  to  this  an  expen.liture  of  X28  Gs.  Grl.  was 
incurre.1  in  cleaning  an.l  painting  throughout  the  I'reini^e-. 
The  work  was  earried  out  under  eontraet  Mi.  .lolin  .. 
Stokes,  in  aeconlance  with  speeification^  prepared  hy  me  amt 
annroved  bv  the  doint  Smallpox  Committee.  I he  .specilica- 
tion  was  iirepared  in  dr'tail  for  repairing,  cleansing,  and 
naintim'  the  woodwork,  ironwork,  and  the  interior  walls, 
the  .mtside  of  lumse  and  outhnildings,  and  lixing  new  gates. 

During  the  year  ]ieriodical  visits  were  made  to  the 
Hospital,  and  the  house  and  furniture  were  found  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 

1 am  pleased  to  rep'irt  that  no  cases  of  Smallpox  have 
been  received  into  the  Ilospital  during  the  year. 


(iciipnii  During  my  inspections  throughout  the  District,  i have 

* n«vUin"'s’'^  directed  my  attention  to  the  gimeral  coiulition  of  the  inside 
of  dwellings,  hut  niore  especially  in  the  populous  parts  of  the 
District,  ami  the  various  nuisances  whicli  have  heeiuletecteil 
have  arisen  from  dela])idated  sinks,  scullery  walls,  and 
jiaveiuents.  1 had  correspondence  with  the  pioperty  owners, 
informing  lliem  of  the  structural  defects  found  on  the 
.pri'iiiises,  which  were  acknowledged  by  them,  and  the  com- 
jilaints  remedied. 


In  several  instances  1 have,  called  tlu>  attention  of  the 
tenants  to  the  uncleanly  condition  of  the  internal  walls,  and 
•given  instructions  for  the,  whitewashing  and  cleansiin'  of 
same.  Whi(('wash  hru.shes  have'  been  .su])plind  to  enable 
them  to  carry  out  the  work,  which  was  done  to  my  satisfac- 
tion. 
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It  i«  my  i)l(.‘!isuru  rup(jrt  that  during  tin;  year  coirsid- 
erablc  progress  has  Ijeen  made  in  the  general  sanitary  condition 
of  the  ])istrict,  althougli  1 may  here  mention  mueli  remains 
to  be  done  at  Five  Ways,  but  at  tlie  completion  of  tlie  Sewage 
Sclieme  you  may  look  forward  to  a much  needed  improvement 
in  the  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  dwellings  in  that  locality. 

I may  add  that  more  attention  has  been  paid  by  tenants 
of  cottage  property  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises  in  their 
occupation,  and  the  instructions  which  have  been  given  on 
the  occasion  of  my  visits  for  the  cleansing  of  drains,  tra[)s, 
and  other  saniiary  conveniences  have  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out.  In  addition  to  this,  the  general  knowledge  which 
has  been  accpiircd  by  the  people  in  domestic  sanitation  will, 
it  is  hoped  prove  to  be  an  advantage  in  the  interest  of  public 
health. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  FKAKE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 

Council  ()fhco.s,  Cannock, 

February  1 0th,  1897. 
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l)Ksciin-niiN  I'K  Xri'AS‘  i>- 
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('Slnu'tiuiil  l)yl<‘fts 

I 1m>ii1  Conditions 


Houses''  I f^'oiviow.lino 

\^l!iilit  lof  Haliitiilion.. 

( Di-leetivc  Tmi'S 
House  I i),.iyt.tive  Drains 
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into  Water  Closets 

Closets  too  near  Dwellin"  Houses 

Deposits  ol  Retusc 

Hlagnaut  Water  in  Cellars 

liad  Coustruetion  of  Rij^stye- 

I’igstyes  too  elose  to  Dwellinjts  ...! 

Raved  Area  out  of  Keindr  ••  1 

Wldlewasliino  and  Cleansino  ol  1 
Slaugiiter  Houses  Ij 

OtVeiisivc  Trades  ••1 

I 

Defeetive.  Water  Closets  •••! 

Canal  Roats,  lnfrin}ten>ent  of  tlie\ 
see  Siieeial  Report  J 
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A.SHRITS  CTiKANSKD  ...  ...  • 

FOOD  AND  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Seizure  of  ITiwliole-soiue  Rood 

Xuud'erof  Hou.ses  .-upplied  with  well  water  whieh  was  eondenined  hy 
Sanitary  Authority 

Nuinhei  of  Hou.ses  whieh  the  South  StalVordshire  Waterworks  Conip.auy 
have  suitplied  diirino  the  year  ... 


2,r.59 


0 

•19 


CANNOCK  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS -1877  AND  1884. 


Annual  ^epopt  of  the  Inspeetop 

FOR  YEAR  ENDED  DECE^U5ER  yisr,  189(5. 


Gentle-men, 

1 liavo  pluasiiro  in  iire.soiiting  to  you  iiiy  ^viiiuial  KajHjrt  of  llio 
work  carried  out  in  my  department  under  tlie  C’anal  Boats  Acts,  1877 
and  1881,  for  tlic  year  ended  l)ec(Mid)er  31st,  1890. 

During  the  year  fifteen  visits  were  made  to  tlie  Kast  Cannock  Wharf, 
and  eight  visits  to  the  Walk  i\lill  Wharf,  and  in.spected  and  rei)orted  to 
my  Council  a total  numher  of  50  cahin  boats. 

During  my  ins[)ection.s  1 have  in  nine  instances  been  unalde  to 
e.xamine  the  certificates,  and  to  ol)tain  other  necessary  information,  owing 
to  the  captain’s  absence,  but  was  able  to  get  access  in  to  the  cabin  to  make 
an  inspection. 

On  several  occasions  1 have  found  at  the  Avharves,  more  particularly 
at  the  East  Cannock,  a nundier  of  cabin  boats  which  were  locked  up  and 
could  not  be  insj)ected.  Many  of  these  are  called  standing  boats,  which 
arc  left  at  the  wharf  to  be  loaded  while  the  captain  is  on  another  voyage, 
in  other  cases  the  captains  had  gone  lionie  during  Christmas  holidays. 

d'he  infringements  of  the  Acts  which  came  under  our  notice  were  as 


follows : 

Al.isence  of  Ceililicates. . . ...  ...  3 

N 0 proiier  water  vessel ...  ...  ...  1 

Marking  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  — 9 


The  compliiints  have  been  dealt  with  as  follows : 

Absenre  of  Cerfijirafe. — (7)  This  certificate  was  jiot  ready,  and  a pass 
was  produced,  signed  by  Mr.  Cowderoy,  Inspector,  Kidtlerminster.  (30) 
Certificate  was  left  witii  owner.  This  l>oat  was  seen  again  on  December 
30th,  and  the  certificate  produced — see  No.  55.  (Da)  This  boat  had  been 
re-registered,  and  the  certificate  was  not  then  ready.  A letter  was  i)roduced 
from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Gloucester,  saying  that  the  application  would  be, 
brought  before  the  Committee. 

No  ])mi)er  Wafer  — (9)  AVater  vessel  broken  on  the  journey, 

a.nother  one  would  be  purehast’d  when  the  captain  vctnrmal  home.  (Bt) 
•Same  remarks  as  No.  9.  (11)  Wate  r ve.ssel  left  at  dock  to  lie  painted. 

(d7)  Same  remarks  as  Nos.  9 and  10. 


Mar/,{w/.—{[ij)  Tliis  In.iit  was  sold  l»y  'SViii.  Hunt  and 
Fawshaw  aiid  Finon,  and  the  owners’  name  was 


Sons  to 
on  the 


Claauliue^s.—{ld)  Instructions  were  given  for  the  cabin  to  he 
cleansed,  which  Avas  coininenced  before  leaving  the  wharf. 

Summary  of  the  number  of  Occupants  found  on  Canal  Hoats  during 


the  year  : 


MONTH. 

MALES. 

kp;mai.i>;. 

CHILDREN. 

Children 
between 
& 12  Yi-s. 

Children 

5 Years 
and  under. 

Jiinuaiy  

.. 

... 

... 

February 

0 

1 

... 

March 

• . 

... 

... 

... 

April  

ft 

... 

May  

5 

1 

1 

... 

1 

June  

1 

1 

1 

1 

July  

9 

2 

4 

4 

August  

6 

... 

... 

... 

SoiJteniber  

9 

... 

... 

... 

October  

11 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

November 

8 

o 

• « • 

... 

December  

16 

1 

... 

... 

Totals 

80 

9 

8 

7 

1 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  number  of  children 
canal  boats  has  decreased,  and  homes  have  been  jirovided  in 
towns,  where  they  may  more  regularly  attend  school.  In  ca.ses 


travelling 


on 

their  own 
where  I 


have  found  children  of  school  age,  I have  made  emiuiries  :i.s  to  their 
absence,  ami  was  informed  by  the  parents  that  they  wen'  on  holidays. 
During  my  inspections  1 have  found  the  general  condition  of  the  occu- 
pants and  cabins  satisfactory,  and  1 am  pleased  to  report  that  no  causes 
of  sickness  or  infectious  disease  was  met  with  during  the  year. 


1 again  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  during  my  ins])ections  1 have 
received  courteous  treatment  from  the  masters,  and  every  assistance  has 
been  given  by  them  during  my  e.xaminations  of  the  boats. 

1 am,  (Icntlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  I’EAKE, 

Inspector  of  Canal  Boats 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Dejiartment, 
Council  Ollices,  Cannock, 
January  1th,  1807. 
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